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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
MARC D. GREENBAUM 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
CHRISTINA THOMAS 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 171168 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2557 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. ~/3- {p/pf 

DONALD WOOD RICHIE, AKA ACCUSATION 
DONALD WOOD RITCHIE 
3101 W. Market St., Ste 109 PMB 118 
Johnson City, TN 37604 

Registered Nurse License No. 752124 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 


PARTIES 


1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of 

Consumer Affairs (Board). 

2. On or about June 17, 2009, the Board of Registered Nursing issued Registered Nurse 

License Number 752124 to Donald Wood Richie, aka Donald Wood Ritchie (Respondent). The 

Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought 

herein and will expire on May 31, 20 13, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 


3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following 

laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 726 states: 

The commission of any act of sexual abuse, misconduct, or relations with a patient, client, 

or consumer constitutes unprofessional conduct and grounds for disciplinary action for any 

person licensed under this division, under any initiative act referred to in this division and under 

Chapter 17 (commencing with Section 9000) of Division 3. 

5. Section 2750 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may discipline any licensee, 

including a licensee holding a temporary or an inactive license, for any reason provided in Article 

3 (commencing with section 2750 ofthe Nursing Practice Act. 

6. Section 2761 states: 


"The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an 


application for a certificate or license for any of the following: 

"(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

"(1) Incompetence, or gross negligence in carrying out usual certified or licensed nursing . . 

functions. 

"(d) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in or abetting the 

violating of, or conspiring to violate any provision or term of this chapter. 

7. Section 2762 provides in pertinent part, that it is unprofessional conduct to: 

"(e) Falsify, or make grossly incorrect, grossly inconsistent, or unintelligible entries in any 

hospital, patient, or other record pertaining to controlled substances or dangerous drugs. 

8. Section 2764 provides, in pertinent part, that the expiration of a license shall not 

deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee or 

to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under section 2811 (b), the Board may 

renew an expired license at any time within eight years after the expiration." 
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COST RECOVERY 

9. Section 125.3 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case. 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

10. ·a. "Dilaudid," is the brand name for Hydromorphone Hydrochloride, an Opium 

derivative. It is a Schedule II controlled substance as designated by Health and Safety Code 

section 11055(b)(l)G) and is categorized as a dangerous drug pursuant to section 4022. 

b. "Restoril," is a brand name for temazepam, a Schedule IV controlled substance as 

designated by Health and Safety Code section 11057(d)(29) and is categorized as a dangerous 

drug pursuant to section 4022 (c). 

11. DANGEROUS DRUG 

"Benadryl," is the trade name for the drug diphenhydramine, which is classifed as a 

dangerous drug in a 50 mg dosage pursuant to section 4022. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Incompetence or Gross Negligence) 

12. Respondent is subject to discipline under section 2761 (a)(l), in that while employed 

as a traveler nurse at Bakersfield Memorial Hospital, Respondent repeatedly failed to use proper 

procedures for medication administration and documentation. 

A review of the Medication Administration Record (MAR) Pyxis medication distribution 

system and of Respondent's nursing notes led the hospital unit supervisor to conclude that 

Respondent had given medication and failed to document it in the MAR. Specifically, on June 7, 

2010, Respondent failed to document his administration of 50 mg Benadryl to Patient Michelle 

M. On June 10,2010, Respondent failed to document his administration of30 mg Restoril to 
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Patient Michelle M. On June 11, 201 0, Respondent failed to document his administration of 2 mg 

Dilaudid to Patient Michelle M. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct) 

13. Respondent is subject to discipline under section 2761 (a) and 726, in that while 

employed as a traveler nurse at Bakersfield Memorial Hospital, Respondent committed 

unprofessional conduct. Respondent exhibited unprofessional conduct by making unwanted 

sexual comments and innuendos and by attempting to create an unsolicited friendship with Patient 

Michelle M. Complainant refers to and by this reference incorporates, the allegations set forth 

above in Paragraph 12, as though set forth fully. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 752124, issued to Donald 

Wood Richie, aka Donald Wood Ritchie; 

Ordering Donald Wood Richie to pay the Board the reasonable costs of the 

investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 

125.3; and, 

3. 	 Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: k-r$~~1 2/, 2o 13 
[_/LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN 

1v T 	 Executive Officer 
Board ofRegistered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

LA2012507026 
51163343.doc 
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